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Accession Number:  NPS Archives 013 
Collection Title: Special Collections & Archives (SCA) Video & Film Collection 
Dates: The SCA Video & Film Collection includes material from 1968-2014.  
Extent: Approximately 22 cubic feet 
Language: American English  
Abstract: Film and video in this collection consists of several Naval Postgraduate School 
marketing films and b-roll shot during production. The collection also includes television 
news stories (national, international and local), documentaries and Access Monterey 
Peninsula Television programs. 
 
Administrative Summary 
Access Restrictions:  The collection is open to researchers.  Researchers without access to NPS 
 should contact the Special Collections and Archives Manager at least two weeks in 
 advance to arrange campus access. 
Physical Access:  The collection is maintained on the grounds of a restricted access federal 
 government facility.   
Copyright Statement:  The status of copyright for the unpublished video and film is governed by 
the Copyright Law of the United States (Title 17, U.S.C.). 
Custodial History: Portions of this collection were first created by John Sanders while serving in 
the NPS Public Affairs Office.  
Acquisition Source: A part of this collection was developed by John Sanders while serving in the 
NPS Public Affairs Office and subsequently transferred to Special Collections & 
Archives in 2007. Materials were added by John Sanders from 2007-2014. 
Accruals: This collection may have future acquisitions. 
Related Materials: Scripts are available for some of the NPS Public Affairs Office productions.  
Other Finding Aids:  
Original Locations:  
Preferred Citation:  SCA Video & Film Collection, Special Collections & Archives, Dudley 
Knox Library, Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California, [day, month, year].  
Processing Information:  Collection was initially organized by John Sanders. Librarian Dorothy 
Nath created metadata and inventories. 
Creation:  Finding aid created by John Sanders, 2015. 
Revision: Finding aid reviewed by Eleanor Uhlinger, 2015.  
Revision: Finding aid revised by John Sanders, 2015. 
Standard Followed:  Finding aid prepared using Describing Archives:  A Content Standard, 2nd 
 ed. and local guidelines. 
 Historical Note 
The Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) is a graduate institution located in Monterey, California, 
USA and operated by the U.S. Navy. NPS has had several names and a location change during 
its history. Its early years were in Annapolis, Maryland, first as the School of Marine 
Engineering (1909), then the Postgraduate Department of the Naval Academy (1912), and, 
finally, Naval Postgraduate School (1919). NPS moved from Annapolis to Monterey in two 
phases from 1948-1951 and formally dedicated its Monterey campus in February 1952. The NPS 
campus is the former site of the historic Hotel Del Monte, predecessor the Pebble Beach 
Company. Since its inception, NPS has provided graduate and executive programs for uniformed 
US and allied nation militaries and civilians. Its curricula has focused on the advanced applied 
sciences and engineering, operations research, defense analysis, international and political 
relations, civilian-military relations, and business and management. Faculty and student research 
has been dedicated to increasing combat readiness and peacetime cooperation.  
 
The SCA Video & Film Collection offers scenes of the Naval Postgraduate School campus, 
classrooms and laboratories as they evolved in the latter half of the 20th Century. The marketing 
films produced in the 1960’s, 1980’s and 1990’s provide visual snapshots and actualities of 
professors and students show work in progress during these times. Commercial broadcast 
programs place faculty and student expertise in context with breaking news or in-depth 
documentaries and special reports. 
 
The Your Town Television program includes interviews with people who are pioneering new 
fields as well as retired professors and alumni who provide historical information about the 
institution during its last years at Annapolis and the school’s subsequent move to Monterey.  
 
Biographic Note 
John Sanders created this collection and was directly involved in several of the NPS productions 
as well as news interviews.  Dorothy Nath developed metadata and a preliminary inventory and 
John Sanders created its first finding aid.   
 
Scope and Content Note 
The SCA Video & Film Collection contains NPS marketing films, some with b-roll field tapes; 
field video of public events such as Discovery Day, International Day and Concert on the Lawn; 
broadcast news files from local, national and international news organizations (e.g., KSBW-TV, 
KION-TV, PBS, The Discovery Channel, The History Channel, CNN, MSNBC). Your Town 
Television, an Access Monterey Peninsula program, includes interviews with many NPS faculty, 
students and staff.  
 
The programs range in format from 16mm film to U-matic tape, Betacam and DVD. Two of the 




This collection is arranged in series based upon the creators. Series are then arranged 
chronologically by dates of production, if known.  
Series I.  NPS Productions (Public Affairs Office and other NPS groups). This series 
contains three marketing films: The Postgraduate Way, 1968; Excellence Through 
Education, 1985; and, NPS – The Key To Your Future, 1996. It also includes b-roll 
field tapes for the productions Excellence Through Education and NPS – The Key To 
Your Future. Other holdings in this series include: Battle of Midway lectures, 2001; 
NPS Discovery Day activities; Yangtze River Patrol exhibit dedication; Concert on 
the Lawn; and, International Day. These holdings are in the public domain. 
Series II.  Federal Agency Productions. This series contains programs created by the 
Department of Defense, Department of the Navy, National Science Foundation and 
other Federal agencies. These programs or reports typically utilize NPS professors 
and students as subject matter experts in special features such as high performance 
computing, Antarctic research, Fleet Battle Experiments and other topics. These 
holdings are generally in the public domain. 
Series III.  News and Public Television Programs. This series includes television news 
coverage of NPS events and NPS subject matter experts as sources for national and 
international news stories. NPS faculty and students also appear in documentaries and 
specials on defense-related topics produced by The History Channel, International 
Spy Museum, Discovery Channel, National Geographic and others. These programs 
are copyright by the creators and are restricted for information purposes only. 
Series IV.  Access Monterey Peninsula, Your Town Television Program. Your Town 
Television Program was created and produced by Jim and Mary Lou Vossen and 
simulcast on multiple Access Monterey Peninsula (AMP) cable television channels 
and its web site. John Sanders, a program host, interviewed many NPS personnel and 
licensed these programs under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No 
Derivatives 4.0 International License. 
 
Subject Headings 
Library of Congress Subject Headings: 
• Naval Postgraduate School (U.S.)  
• Naval Postgraduate School (U.S.). Acquisition Research Program  
• Naval Postgraduate School (U.S.). Center for Contemporary Conflict  
• Naval Postgraduate School (U.S.). Center for Homeland Defense and Security  
• Naval Postgraduate School (U.S.). Department of Administrative Sciences  
• Naval Postgraduate School (U.S.). Department of Computer Science  
• Naval Postgraduate School (U.S.). Department of National Security Affairs  
• Naval Postgraduate School (U.S.). Department of Operations Research and Administrative Sciences  
• Naval Postgraduate School (U.S.). Electrical Engineering Department  
• Naval Postgraduate School (U.S.). Environmental Physics Group  
• Naval Postgraduate School (U.S.). Graduate School of Business and Public Policy  
• Naval Postgraduate School (U.S.). Space Systems Academic Group 
 
National Archives and Records Administration Record Groups: 
• Naval Academy, U.S. (RG 0405) 
• Naval Districts and Shore Establishments (RG 0181) 
• Naval Intelligence Command (RG 0289)  
• Naval Operating Forces (RG 0313)  
• Naval Operations, Office of the Chief of (RG 0038) 
• Naval Personnel, Bureau of (RG 0024) 
• Naval Research, Office of (RG 0298)  
• Naval Ship Systems Command (RG 0344)  
• Naval Weapons, Bureau of (RG 0402) 
•  
